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Infrastructure name

Brains for Dementia Research

Institute/location

King's College London

Key contact

Professor Paul Francis

Contact phone number

44 20 7848 6269

Contact email

paul.francis@kcl.ac.uk

Project/infrastructure description

Human tissue is vital for dementia research but is currently in short supply and is not covered in 
standard organ donation schemes. With the support of Alzheimer’s Society and Alzheimer’s 
Research UK, Brains for Dementia Research was set up in 2007 to establish a network of brain 
bank facilities across England and Wales. It is now a ‘gold standard’ for brain tissue banking, 
linking six leading centres (based in London, Oxford, Newcastle, Bristol, Manchester and 
Cardiff) in a network of common standards, best practice and cooperation. This lays the 
foundation to enable the highest quality dementia research, which aims to find a cure for 
dementia. In each bank, people with mild cognitive impairment or a diagnosis of dementia, and 
healthy participants, are supported to donate their brain by specialist research nurses. This 
initiative is unique from other brain banks, as the memory, thinking and behaviour of each 
prospective donor are monitored throughout their later life through regular assessments. This 
provides researchers with a complete medical history to accompany the donated brain tissue, 
allowing them to see how brain changes correlate with symptoms.

Date funding committed

01/01/2013

Date infrastructure operational

29/06/1905

Total capital cost (Euros)
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€ 2,576,020

Does the 'Total Capital Cost' include other associated costs?

No

Current infrastructure status

Operational

Is this entry applicable to another section of this questionnaire?
Further information available at:

Types: 
Capital Infrastructure

Member States: 
United Kingdom

Diseases: 
N/A

Years: 
2016

Database Categories: 
N/A

Database Tags: 
N/A


